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edge ol the \olcanic belt Arranged m a north to south
festoon rather than in a cluster the score of islands com
prising the group taper in size from Guam the most southerly
member The> are all ringed \\ith reefs and ome of the
northerh islands are merely the summits of actne volcanoes
The basalt soil is being earned down on to the reefs *o that
the cultivated parts of the; islands are a mere la>er of cla\
on top of coral limestone
The people exhibit a considerable mixture of nati\e
Chinese and Japanese strains and the natnes themsehes
seem to be part Filipino and part Spanish Estimates of the
population made in 1670 p%ced the number at about 100 000
but so serious did the contact \\ith other races pro\e that
within fifty }ears under 1000 remained There are now
between 4000 and 5000 natives in the islands The chief
products are copra coco nut oil and sugar mamh exported
through Apra the port of Guam 'svhich is a dependent of
the United States
9   77it Marquesas Islands
This group lies to the north east of Tahiti and to the
north of the Tuamotu Islands \olcamc and rugged the
peaks rise to more than 3000 feet The islands form an
exception m that coral reefs are rare They constitute a
French possession and the tragedy of depopulation has
reached its climax here A beautiful and fertile homeland
that half a century ago supported a magnificent race of
50 000 people no\v shelters less than a tenth of that number
Nukattt a and Hw& oa are the chief islands the ports of
which are Atitotia and Tat o hae respecti\el\